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On Karate at a Turning Point After the Ryukyu Annexation
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Toru Kadekaru Tatehiro Toyoshima Kaori Inoshita

Abstract The aim of this paper is to investigate how JEH#F (Toudi) was evaluated in
soctety between 1879, when Okinawa Prefecture was established, and 1905 when
Toudi was initially adopted as part of the gymnastics program at junior high schools
in Okinawa. This attempt to clarify some aspects of Toudi after the Ryukyu
Annexation is based on research using materials such as articles in Ryukyu Shinpo,
the local newspaper, and educational magazines of that time.

An examination of such documents reveals that the era was an important turning
point for “Toudi” on its journey to becoming “Karate,” which is still written using the
same characters, /& F. Karate was, on one hand, condemned as “ome of the
customsthat should be refined” under the assimilation educational policy of the Meiji
Government. On the other hand, it was widely practised at local annual events and
welcome parties for military personnel. Karate also found a place in school activities
like farewell parties or sports meets of the Okinawa Prefecture Normal School.
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