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‘And your daughter! How Shall I dare to meet her eye? exclaimed Reuben.
‘She will ask the fate of her father, whose life [ vowed to defend with my own.
Must [ tell her, that he traveled three days’ march with me from the field of
battle, and that then I left him to perish in the wilderness? Were it not better
to lie down and die by your side, than to return safe, and say this to Dorcas?

(341)
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---as the youth listened, conscience, or something in its similitude, pleaded
strongly with him to return, and lie down again by the rock. He felt how hard
was the doom of the kind and generous being whom he had deserted in his
extremity. Death would come, like the slow approach of a corpse, stealing
gradually towards him through the forest, and showing its ghastly and
motionless features from behind a nearer, and yet a nearer tree. But such
must have been Reuben’s own fate, had he tarried another sunset; and who

shall impute blame to him, if he shrank from so useless a sacrifice? (underline

mine, 346)
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He regretted, deeply and bitterly, the moral cowardice that had restrained
his words, when he was about to disclose the truth to Dorcas; but pride, the
fear of losing her affection, the dread of universal scorn, forbade him to
rectify this falsehood. He felt, that, for leaving Roger Malvin, he deserved no
censure---But concealment had imparted to justifiable act, much of the
secret effect of guilt; and Reuben, while reason told him that he had done
right, experienced, in no small degree, the mental horrors, which punish the

perpetrator of undiscovered crime. (349)

e R BINICEFT D SN — X OF| CTERE O ZEE T 28, RN
W2, ZRUE~ VT 4 VIRIENDIESMEZESTLE S, 2FED, 555K
EAEZBM LI-OE, BOOBBRICIEREIC/AR D Ehkd oo —r B HIC
RBIRNDTES, =R DOBPFUEENSELE 2 —)F. 2 ZICAE%
RHZS LT2D13 v AT o ORE L D < DRI OREBRMEZ R L TV
LMBTHDLIN, 29 LEFHFE2EARALLLTH, EELZBHT IITRHILE
SICHELZEDLDTH D, /N7 4 VBT D V—_ O ‘the feeling of
guilt’ IX. Z 9 L T ‘the state of being guilty’ ~¢ BB+ 25D ThH o7,

His one secret thought, became like a chain, binding down his spirit, and, like
a serpent, gnawing into his heart; and he was transformed into a sad and

downcast, yet irritable man. (350)
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He was musing on the strange influence, that had led him away from his

premeditated course, and so far into the depths of the wilderness. Unable to
penetrate to the secret place of his soul, where his motives lay hidden, he

believed that a supernatural voice had called him onward, and that a

supernatural power had obstructed his retreat. He trusted that it was

Heaven’s intent to afford him an opportunity of expiating his sin; he hoped
that he might find the bones, so long unburied; and that, having laid the earth
over them, peace would throw its sunlight into the sepulcher of his heart.

(underlines mine, 356)
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At the moment, the withered top most bough of the oak loosened itself, in the
stilly air, and fell in soft, light fragments upon the rock, upon the leaves,
upon Reuben, upon his wife and child, and upon Roger Malvin’s bones. Then
Reuben’s heart was stricken, and the tears gushed out like water from a rock.
The vow that wounded youth had made, the blighted man had come to
redeem. His sin was expiated, the curse was gone from him; and, in the hour,
when he had shed blood dearer to him than his own, a prayer, the first for

years, went up to Heaven from the lips of Reuben Bourne. (360)
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