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The effect of local government basic ordinances for traffic safety
— Are local government basic ordinances for traffic safety effective in preventing
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Abstract: In 2009, there were 5,155 traffic accident related deaths in Japan. This is a
decrease of about one thirds from 1970, when there were 16,765 deaths, the worst
recorded annual figure in traffic history. The reasons for the decrease in traffic
accidents can be examined from several directions. Among these, this research
focuses on the efforts of local governments. Of these efforts, it especially focuses on
“basic ordinances for traffic safety.”

Basic ordinances for traffic safety are defined in this paper as “Ordinances which
make clear the obligations of local government, residents, businesses, and drivers
concerning traffic safety; which set down and enumerate a list of essential points
regarding efforts taken by residents, businesses, and drivers, in addition to setting
down the basic role of local government concerning traffic safety; which thus aim to
ensure safety in residents' daily lives.”

With the question in mind, “Are basic ordinances for traffic safety effective in
preventing traffic accidents?” the aim of this research is to make clear the effects

and limits of these ordinances.
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