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Perception of Poverty and Choice of Freedom

NI

Hiroyuki Oba

Abstract This paper examines the biased perception of poverty by using
the Value- Conscious Matrix (VCM), and has shown the total picture of
perceived poverty. This matrix has brought out a clue that the essence
of poverty is the “scarcity’”’ of human perception, which includes not only
economic or materialistic poverty, but also spiritual poverty. Within this
common platform of scarcity, the existing literatures of poverty studies in
different disciplines have been captured in a bird’s eye view. The
question of “‘Who is poor?” is analyzed in the Needs-capability matrix
and is classified into four groups. Finally, the strategy of being free
from poverty or perceived scarcity is proposed and makes possible to
attain the real well-being by taking ‘‘given freedom’ in the freedom
matrix. What it implies here is not the poverty removal, but poverty
awakening, and not ‘‘freedom to choose’’, but “‘choose to freedom’’, which
matters to all human being of freedom-driven global society.
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L) 77 2D Needs °db 5, ZDOFEF, MHL LIT, KEAR L V) REBIK
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HE)

(Capability E#)
EROBEH (TE3)
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w'RE14T

g1

BIROFBH
(TEHLW)
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FZBT 2 BEE S H IS L TEEMMER L2 0,
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”H’“L*“ FAMAEDIL ), & LT, AOBASITLY < 2 L FTRE DS
Lo ln, 2F ), BICHEPLEEH (A4 7R740) 2802 LI3WHE
eDip, L) EEREICETT 5,
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“H.z 5172 A/ (given freedom)” TH D Z L 2T b,
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DEAEFEIC BT, BIRO AMIITREICIER LT, L2L, 2o AHIE
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AN T BfERIEP 2 H D, 22T, SITIEHRAPHRERTSHBE VS )
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%¥) #GIVET2Z L Xkhy, ©LATAKE T 2% (Fhm) 2Tz
eirh 9 e e . GIVEATAIZ, ASOAMEZFRT ) itk sn
TZ ORI - P2 L, [H72 L] 2lifiEd 2R EE LTS [Hirz] (D
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RIS BB H D 2 L BIRDUEH D,
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PICELS 2L ET D, 2F 0, “HOHAMB” L3, KEATHA ZAlifli %2 43 5
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SECZH. ABIDPBWZ 2 G TH 2 2 EDRARZERTH ). ZDFEDMHES
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