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A Study of Japanese Syllabic Nasal /N/ (Hatsuon) in
the 17* Century
—Through Hangul in the Korean Textbook “Cheob-hae-sin-eo”
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Abstract The purpose of this paper is to clarify the transcriptions of
Hatsuon (Japanese syllabic nasal /N /) using Hangul in the 1 edition of
the Korean Textbook ‘Cheob-hae-sin-eo’, as well as to examine the
actual state of Hatsuon in the 17" century.

In this textbook, every Hatsuon in the final syllable of a word was
represented by L n, while Hatsuon in the initial or medial syllable of
words was represented by 3 types of transcriptions as follows.

1. “Un+Hei-on (Korean lax consonant)’
:L-Tn-g, L-tn-d, L-Ln-n, L-Kn-j, L-An-s, L-Hn-
b, L-un-m
This is used mainly for Kanji words to represent both ‘Hatsuon+ Sei
-on (Japanese voiceless consonant+vowel)’ and ‘Hatsuon-+Dakuon
(Japanese voiced consonant+ vowel), na-line or ma-line’.
2. ‘Nasal (L n, um)+No-on (Korean non-aspirated consonant)
JL-Tin-gg. L-twn-dd, T-wmm-bb
This is used for words of Japanese origin, Kanji words, and words
derived from Korean words, to represent ‘Hatsuon- ka-line,ta-line or
pa-line’.
3. ‘On-glide Nasal+Hei-on’
;o-Tp-g, L-tn-d, L-Ln-n, L-Kn-j, L-An-s, L-an-
z, U-H m-b, u-um-m
This is used for words of Japanese origin, Kanji words, and words
derived from the Korean words, to represent ‘Hatsuon+Dakuon, na-
line or ma-line’.

I argue that Hatsuon in the 17 century Japanese Language on
which this textbook is based, had been assimilated to the following
consonant in the initial and medial syllable of a word, and furthermore
that it had already lost its dental feature in the last syllable.
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