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The Imperial System and the System of Sacrifice
—On Sakaguchi Ango’s Criticism of the System of Emperor—

Heam sk

Kunio Nakahata

Abstract In this article, I try to interpret Sakaguchi Ango’s criticism of
the Imperial System from the view point of R. Girard’s theory of the
system of Sacrifice. 1 emphasize that in Darakuron and Zoku Dara-
kuron at least, Ango criticized the Imperial System and the Japanese
nation that supported it, not the Emperor himself. I think he makes
virtually no reference to the Emperor himself. Girard’s theory helps us
to understand that the Imperial System and the system of sacrifice have
an important point in common on the one hand, and to appreciate the
uniqueness of the Imperial System on the other hand.
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