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Reflections on Sensory Fusion in Moral Education

TAKAHASHI Shiro
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[Abstract]

The relationship between sensibility and intellect is not a binary, oppositional one.
Rather, they complement each other, in that intellectual activity is activated by intuitive
feeling and sensibility is deepened by knowledge.

Given that our emotional understanding of characters who appear in reading
materials is biased toward “cognitive empathy”, Jonathan Hight’s point about “serious
lapses in moral education” applies to our country as well.

Today, progress is being made in research on the topic of ‘Kansei and Cognitive
Neuroscience: Toward a “Super Smart Society” (Society 5.0) by institutions that
include: the University of Tsukuba’s Graduate School of Kansei and Cognitive
Neuroscience, which aims to create “Kansei Engineering”; the University of Tokyo, which
1s working on “proof-of-concept experiments of EdTech based on cognitive neuroscience”;
and Waseda University, which is working on “the fusion of the brain and Kansei science”.

Also noteworthy in this context are the results of a five-year study that linked
“emotional development research” and the field of education. In this paper, we discuss
“the perceptual integration of moral education” from a theoretical perspective and
1dentify six elements of moral teaching: sensing, noticing, looking, deepening, dialoguing,

cooperating and working.
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