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Changes in American Religious, Political, and Social Life:
The Evidence of the Results of the 2012 Presidential Election
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Kazunobu Horiuchi

Summary President Barak Obama was reelected in the 2012 U.S. Presidential
Election to serve a second four-year term. The major elements that allowed the
incumbent to win reelection include the support he received from members of
minority groups such as Hispanics and the so-called Millennial generation — young
adults aged between 18 and 29 — that was especially important in such swing States
as Ohio, Florida, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Having provided a systematic
analysis of the voting behavior of religious and ethnic groups, age cohorts, and
supporters of political parties, this paper will focus on the newly apparent trends
revealed by the data examined, such as the decline in numbers of the majority group:
the increasing size of ethnic minority groups including African Americans, Hispanic
Americans, and Asian Americans, the succession of the generations; and the
increasing number of the so-called unchurched Americans.
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